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Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI deals
with a popular riot, that of Jack
Cade’s rebellion. It presents the
commoners’ anger and protests
more intensely than the Chronicles.
Although the rebellion was far from
a success, its effect would have
been understood by Shakespeare’s
audiences. In this paper, I would
like to survey briefly Jack Cade’s
grievances recorded in the
Chronicles and discuss how
Shakespeare represents material
from historical sources in his play.
In this brief paper I cannot draw
any conclusions, but I will endeavor
to find the meaning of the popular
rebellion in the play, 2 Henry VL.
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